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John	  Chapter	  6	  is	  a	  vast	  passage	  of	  Scripture	  that	  includes	  2	  large	  scale	  miracles	  and	  a	  
complex	  conversation	  about	  the	  nature	  of	  bread	  and	  belief.	  	  	  
	  
As	  you	  begin	  your	  time	  together,	  read	  through	  the	  entire	  chapter.	  	  As	  you	  read,	  imagine	  
you	  are	  flying	  high	  above	  the	  chapter	  so	  that	  you	  can	  get	  a	  good	  perspective	  on	  the	  big	  
picture.	  
	  
Discussion	  Starters:	  

• Tania	  spoke	  about	  her	  thoughts	  and	  emotions	  as	  she	  read	  through	  this	  chapter.	  	  
What	  kinds	  of	  thoughts	  and	  emotions	  do	  you	  notice	  as	  you	  read?	  

• Respond	  to	  this	  expression:	  “We	  read	  the	  Scripture	  –	  the	  Scripture	  reads	  us.”	  
• Talk	  about	  miracle	  stories.	  	  How	  do	  you	  respond	  to	  these?	  	  How	  do	  they	  challenge	  

your	  sense	  of	  expectation	  of	  who	  God	  is	  and	  how	  he	  acts	  in	  the	  world?	  	  Are	  you	  
able	  to	  identify	  any	  ways	  in	  which	  you	  might	  place	  limits	  on	  what	  God	  can	  do.	  	  	  
	  

	  
	  

1. Verse	  4	  “The	  Jewish	  Passover	  was	  near	  …”	  This	  is	  the	  view	  from	  30,000ft.	  	  Rich	  
background	  to	  what	  is	  happening	  in	  this	  chapter.	  

	  
2. Jewish	  Passover	  annual	  remembrance	  celebration	  of	  the	  time	  when	  God	  

rescued	  the	  Hebrew	  people	  from	  slavery	  in	  Egypt.	  	  It	  is	  a	  foundational	  story	  for	  
all	  Jewish	  people;	  a	  story	  that	  shaped	  their	  lives	  and	  was	  deep	  in	  their	  psyche.	  	  
It	  is	  a	  dynamic,	  living	  story	  that	  every	  Jewish	  person	  is	  able	  to	  relate	  to	  as	  a	  
current	  reality	  not	  just	  a	  historical	  fact.	  	  

	  

John%6%%%New$Interna*onal$Version$(NIV)$
Jesus%Feeds%the%Five%Thousand$
6%Some$*me$a4er$this,$Jesus$crossed$to$the$far$shore$of$the$Sea$of$Galilee$(that$is,$the$Sea$of$Tiberias),$2%and$a$great$crowd$of$people$followed$him$because$
they$saw$the$signs$he$had$performed$by$healing$the$sick.$3%Then$Jesus$went$up$on$a$mountainside$and$sat$down$with$his$disciples.$4%The$Jewish$Passover$
Fes*val$was$near.$
5%When$Jesus$looked$up$and$saw$a$great$crowd$coming$toward$him,$he$said$to$Philip,$“Where$shall$we$buy$bread$for$these$people$to$eat?”$6%He$asked$this$
only$to$test$him,$for$he$already$had$in$mind$what$he$was$going$to$do.$
7%Philip$answered$him,$“It$would$take$more$than$half$a$year’s$wages[a]$to$buy$enough$bread$for$each$one$to$have$a$bite!”$
8%Another$of$his$disciples,$Andrew,$Simon$Peter’s$brother,$spoke$up,$9%“Here$is$a$boy$with$five$small$barley$loaves$and$two$small$fish,$but$how$far$will$they$go$
among$so$many?”$
10%Jesus$said,$“Have$the$people$sit$down.”$There$was$plenty$of$grass$in$that$place,$and$they$sat$down$(about$five$thousand$men$were$there).$11%Jesus$then$
took$the$loaves,$gave$thanks,$and$distributed$to$those$who$were$seated$as$much$as$they$wanted.$He$did$the$same$with$the$fish.$
12%When$they$had$all$had$enough$to$eat,$he$said$to$his$disciples,$“Gather$the$pieces$that$are$le4$over.$Let$nothing$be$wasted.”$13%So$they$gathered$them$and$
filled$twelve$baskets$with$the$pieces$of$the$five$barley$loaves$le4$over$by$those$who$had$eaten.$
14%A4er$the$people$saw$the$sign$Jesus$performed,$they$began$to$say,$“Surely$this$is$the$Prophet$who$is$to$come$into$the$world.”$15%Jesus,$knowing$that$they$
intended$to$come$and$make$him$king$by$force,$withdrew$again$to$a$mountain$by$himself.$

Jesus%Walks%on%the%Water$
16%When$evening$came,$his$disciples$went$down$to$the$lake,$17%where$they$got$into$a$boat$and$set$off$across$the$lake$for$Capernaum.$By$now$it$was$dark,$and$
Jesus$had$not$yet$joined$them.$18%A$strong$wind$was$blowing$and$the$waters$grew$rough.$19%When$they$had$rowed$about$three$or$four$miles,[b]$they$saw$
Jesus$approaching$the$boat,$walking$on$the$water;$and$they$were$frightened.$20%But$he$said$to$them,$“It$is$I;$don’t$be$afraid.”$21%Then$they$were$willing$to$take$
him$into$the$boat,$and$immediately$the$boat$reached$the$shore$where$they$were$heading.$
22%The$next$day$the$crowd$that$had$stayed$on$the$opposite$shore$of$the$lake$realized$that$only$one$boat$had$been$there,$and$that$Jesus$had$not$entered$it$
with$his$disciples,$but$that$they$had$gone$away$alone.$23%Then$some$boats$from$Tiberias$landed$near$the$place$where$the$people$had$eaten$the$bread$a4er$
the$Lord$had$given$thanks.$24%Once$the$crowd$realized$that$neither$Jesus$nor$his$disciples$were$there,$they$got$into$the$boats$and$went$to$Capernaum$in$
search$of$Jesus.$
Jesus%the%Bread%of%Life$
25%When$they$found$him$on$the$other$side$of$the$lake,$they$asked$him,$“Rabbi,$when$did$you$get$here?”$
26%Jesus$answered,$“Very$truly$I$tell$you,$you$are$looking$for$me,$not$because$you$saw$the$signs$I$performed$but$because$you$ate$the$loaves$and$had$your$
fill.$27%Do$not$work$for$food$that$spoils,$but$for$food$that$endures$to$eternal$life,$which$the$Son$of$Man$will$give$you.$For$on$him$God$the$Father$has$placed$his$
seal$of$approval.”$
28%Then$they$asked$him,$“What$must$we$do$to$do$the$works$God$requires?”$
29%Jesus$answered,$“The$work$of$God$is$this:$to$believe$in$the$one$he$has$sent.”$
30%So$they$asked$him,$“What$sign$then$will$you$give$that$we$may$see$it$and$believe$you?$What$will$you$do?31%Our$ancestors$ate$the$manna$in$the$wilderness;$
as$it$is$wri^en:$‘He$gave$them$bread$from$heaven$to$eat.’[c]”$
32%Jesus$said$to$them,$“Very$truly$I$tell$you,$it$is$not$Moses$who$has$given$you$the$bread$from$heaven,$but$it$is$my$Father$who$gives$you$the$true$bread$from$
heaven.$33%For$the$bread$of$God$is$the$bread$that$comes$down$from$heaven$and$gives$life$to$the$world.”$
34%“Sir,”$they$said,$“always$give$us$this$bread.”$
35%Then$Jesus$declared,$“I$am$the$bread$of$life.$Whoever$comes$to$me$will$never$go$hungry,$and$whoever$believes$in$me$will$never$be$thirsty.$36%But$as$I$told$
you,$you$have$seen$me$and$s*ll$you$do$not$believe.$37%All$those$the$Father$gives$me$will$come$to$me,$and$whoever$comes$to$me$I$will$never$drive$away.$38%For$
I$have$come$down$from$heaven$not$to$do$my$will$but$to$do$the$will$of$him$who$sent$me.$39%And$this$is$the$will$of$him$who$sent$me,$that$I$shall$lose$none$of$

all$those$he$has$given$me,$but$raise$them$up$at$the$last$day.$40%For$my$Father’s$will$is$that$everyone$who$looks$to$the$Son$and$believes$in$him$shall$have$
eternal$life,$and$I$will$raise$them$up$at$the$last$day.”$
41%At$this$the$Jews$there$began$to$grumble$about$him$because$he$said,$“I$am$the$bread$that$came$down$from$heaven.”$42%They$said,$“Is$this$not$Jesus,$the$son$
of$Joseph,$whose$father$and$mother$we$know?$How$can$he$now$say,$‘I$came$down$from$heaven’?”$
43%“Stop$grumbling$among$yourselves,”$Jesus$answered.$44%“No$one$can$come$to$me$unless$the$Father$who$sent$me$draws$them,$and$I$will$raise$them$up$at$

the$last$day.$45%It$is$wri^en$in$the$Prophets:$‘They$will$all$be$taught$by$God.’[d]$Everyone$who$has$heard$the$Father$and$learned$from$him$comes$to$me.$46%No$
one$has$seen$the$Father$except$the$one$who$is$from$God;$only$he$has$seen$the$Father.$47%Very$truly$I$tell$you,$the$one$who$believes$has$eternal$life.$48%I$am$
the$bread$of$life.$49%Your$ancestors$ate$the$manna$in$the$wilderness,$yet$they$died.$50%But$here$is$the$bread$that$comes$down$from$heaven,$which$anyone$may$
eat$and$not$die.$51%I$am$the$living$bread$that$came$down$from$heaven.$Whoever$eats$this$bread$will$live$forever.$This$bread$is$my$flesh,$which$I$will$give$for$
the$life$of$the$world.”$
52%Then$the$Jews$began$to$argue$sharply$among$themselves,$“How$can$this$man$give$us$his$flesh$to$eat?”$
53%Jesus$said$to$them,$“Very$truly$I$tell$you,$unless$you$eat$the$flesh$of$the$Son$of$Man$and$drink$his$blood,$you$have$no$life$in$you.$54%Whoever$eats$my$flesh$
and$drinks$my$blood$has$eternal$life,$and$I$will$raise$them$up$at$the$last$day.$55%For$my$flesh$is$real$food$and$my$blood$is$real$drink.$56%Whoever$eats$my$flesh$
and$drinks$my$blood$remains$in$me,$and$I$in$them.$57%Just$as$the$living$Father$sent$me$and$I$live$because$of$the$Father,$so$the$one$who$feeds$on$me$will$live$
because$of$me.$58%This$is$the$bread$that$came$down$from$heaven.$Your$ancestors$ate$manna$and$died,$but$whoever$feeds$on$this$bread$will$live$

forever.”$59%He$said$this$while$teaching$in$the$synagogue$in$Capernaum.$
Many%Disciples%Desert%Jesus$
60%On$hearing$it,$many$of$his$disciples$said,$“This$is$a$hard$teaching.$Who$can$accept$it?”$
61%Aware$that$his$disciples$were$grumbling$about$this,$Jesus$said$to$them,$“Does$this$offend$you?$62%Then$what$if$you$see$the$Son$of$Man$ascend$to$where$he$
was$before!$63%The$Spirit$gives$life;$the$flesh$counts$for$nothing.$The$words$I$have$spoken$to$you—they$are$full$of$the$Spirit[e]$and$life.$64%Yet$there$are$some$of$

you$who$do$not$believe.”$For$Jesus$had$known$from$the$beginning$which$of$them$did$not$believe$and$who$would$betray$him.65%He$went$on$to$say,$“This$is$
why$I$told$you$that$no$one$can$come$to$me$unless$the$Father$has$enabled$them.”$
66%From$this$*me$many$of$his$disciples$turned$back$and$no$longer$followed$him.$
67%“You$do$not$want$to$leave$too,$do$you?”$Jesus$asked$the$Twelve.$
68%Simon$Peter$answered$him,$“Lord,$to$whom$shall$we$go?$You$have$the$words$of$eternal$life.$69%We$have$come$to$believe$and$to$know$that$you$are$the$Holy$

One$of$God.”$
70%Then$Jesus$replied,$“Have$I$not$chosen$you,$the$Twelve?$Yet$one$of$you$is$a$devil!”$71%(He$meant$Judas,$the$son$of$Simon$Iscariot,$who,$though$one$of$the$
Twelve,$was$later$to$betray$him.)$
$$
$

“The$Jewish$

Passover$was$

near”$(verse$4)$



3. Setting	  within	  the	  Passover	  season	  –	  Jewish	  readers	  of	  John’s	  time	  would	  have	  
immediately	  understood	  that	  the	  way	  that	  John	  records	  this	  story	  is	  so	  that	  
they	  would	  believe	  that	  Jesus	  was	  the	  Messiah	  because	  in	  this	  chapter	  and	  in	  
this	  story	  in	  particular,	  they	  would	  recognize	  Jesus	  acting	  like	  a	  prophet,	  a	  
priest	  and	  a	  king.	  	  Jewish	  people	  knew	  that	  the	  Messiah	  would	  be	  the	  
fulfillment	  of	  those	  3	  roles:	  prophet,	  priest	  and	  king.	  	  	  

	  
4. Prophet	  speaks	  to	  the	  people	  on	  behalf	  of	  God.	  	  Priest	  speaks	  to	  God	  on	  behalf	  

of	  the	  people.	  	  King	  takes	  care	  of	  his	  people.	  	  For	  the	  Jewish	  people	  who	  were	  
once	  again	  in	  slavery	  to	  the	  Romans,	  a	  King	  who	  would	  liberate	  them	  from	  
oppression	  is	  what	  they	  were	  looking	  for.	  

	  
Discussion	  Question	  
	  
The	  concept	  of	  Prophet,	  Priest	  and	  King	  is	  foreign	  to	  our	  culture.	  	  Talk	  about	  how	  we	  
might	  relate	  to	  Jesus	  as	  Prophet,	  Priest	  and	  King	  in	  our	  time.	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
With	  that	  background	  in	  mind,	  spend	  some	  time	  noticing	  as	  many	  links	  back	  into	  the	  Old	  
Testament.	  	  Some	  are	  listed	  here	  for	  you	  …	  

	  
Feeding	  of	  the	  5000	  (verses	  5-‐15)	  
	  

• Only	  miracle	  recorded	  in	  all	  4	  Gospels.	  
• Significance	  of	  bread	  &	  fish	  -‐	  Numbers	  11	  &	  2	  Kings	  4:42-‐44.	  	  

	  
Jesus	  walks	  on	  water	  (verses	  16-‐21)	  
	  

• Here	  we	  see	  the	  Disciples	  again	  at	  the	  end	  of	  their	  own	  resources.	  	  They	  would	  
have	  been	  familiar	  with	  storms	  on	  the	  sea,	  but	  we	  get	  the	  sense	  here	  that	  despite	  
some	  of	  them	  being	  experienced	  fishermen,	  this	  storm	  was	  frightening.	  	  	  

a. Jesus	  walks	  across	  the	  water	  to	  them	  –	  echoes	  of	  God’s	  power	  to	  part	  the	  
red	  sea	  (look	  back	  at	  Exodus	  14	  &	  Joshua	  3-‐5	  

b. Jesus	  identifies	  himself	  “I	  am”	  …	  God	  identifies	  himself	  personally	  to	  
Abraham,	  Isaac	  &	  Jacob	  as	  “I	  am”.	  

	  
Conversations	  about	  Bread	  and	  Belief	  (verses	  25-‐71)	  
	  

John%6%%%New$Interna*onal$Version$(NIV)$
Jesus%Feeds%the%Five%Thousand$
6%Some$*me$a4er$this,$Jesus$crossed$to$the$far$shore$of$the$Sea$of$Galilee$(that$is,$the$Sea$of$Tiberias),$2%and$a$great$crowd$of$people$followed$him$because$
they$saw$the$signs$he$had$performed$by$healing$the$sick.$3%Then$Jesus$went$up$on$a$mountainside$and$sat$down$with$his$disciples.$4%The$Jewish$Passover$
Fes*val$was$near.$
5%When$Jesus$looked$up$and$saw$a$great$crowd$coming$toward$him,$he$said$to$Philip,$“Where$shall$we$buy$bread$for$these$people$to$eat?”$6%He$asked$this$
only$to$test$him,$for$he$already$had$in$mind$what$he$was$going$to$do.$
7%Philip$answered$him,$“It$would$take$more$than$half$a$year’s$wages[a]$to$buy$enough$bread$for$each$one$to$have$a$bite!”$
8%Another$of$his$disciples,$Andrew,$Simon$Peter’s$brother,$spoke$up,$9%“Here$is$a$boy$with$five$small$barley$loaves$and$two$small$fish,$but$how$far$will$they$go$
among$so$many?”$
10%Jesus$said,$“Have$the$people$sit$down.”$There$was$plenty$of$grass$in$that$place,$and$they$sat$down$(about$five$thousand$men$were$there).$11%Jesus$then$
took$the$loaves,$gave$thanks,$and$distributed$to$those$who$were$seated$as$much$as$they$wanted.$He$did$the$same$with$the$fish.$
12%When$they$had$all$had$enough$to$eat,$he$said$to$his$disciples,$“Gather$the$pieces$that$are$le4$over.$Let$nothing$be$wasted.”$13%So$they$gathered$them$and$
filled$twelve$baskets$with$the$pieces$of$the$five$barley$loaves$le4$over$by$those$who$had$eaten.$
14%A4er$the$people$saw$the$sign$Jesus$performed,$they$began$to$say,$“Surely$this$is$the$Prophet$who$is$to$come$into$the$world.”$15%Jesus,$knowing$that$they$
intended$to$come$and$make$him$king$by$force,$withdrew$again$to$a$mountain$by$himself.$

Jesus%Walks%on%the%Water$
16%When$evening$came,$his$disciples$went$down$to$the$lake,$17%where$they$got$into$a$boat$and$set$off$across$the$lake$for$Capernaum.$By$now$it$was$dark,$and$
Jesus$had$not$yet$joined$them.$18%A$strong$wind$was$blowing$and$the$waters$grew$rough.$19%When$they$had$rowed$about$three$or$four$miles,[b]$they$saw$
Jesus$approaching$the$boat,$walking$on$the$water;$and$they$were$frightened.$20%But$he$said$to$them,$“It$is$I;$don’t$be$afraid.”$21%Then$they$were$willing$to$take$
him$into$the$boat,$and$immediately$the$boat$reached$the$shore$where$they$were$heading.$
22%The$next$day$the$crowd$that$had$stayed$on$the$opposite$shore$of$the$lake$realized$that$only$one$boat$had$been$there,$and$that$Jesus$had$not$entered$it$
with$his$disciples,$but$that$they$had$gone$away$alone.$23%Then$some$boats$from$Tiberias$landed$near$the$place$where$the$people$had$eaten$the$bread$a4er$
the$Lord$had$given$thanks.$24%Once$the$crowd$realized$that$neither$Jesus$nor$his$disciples$were$there,$they$got$into$the$boats$and$went$to$Capernaum$in$
search$of$Jesus.$
Jesus%the%Bread%of%Life$
25%When$they$found$him$on$the$other$side$of$the$lake,$they$asked$him,$“Rabbi,$when$did$you$get$here?”$
26%Jesus$answered,$“Very$truly$I$tell$you,$you$are$looking$for$me,$not$because$you$saw$the$signs$I$performed$but$because$you$ate$the$loaves$and$had$your$
fill.$27%Do$not$work$for$food$that$spoils,$but$for$food$that$endures$to$eternal$life,$which$the$Son$of$Man$will$give$you.$For$on$him$God$the$Father$has$placed$his$
seal$of$approval.”$
28%Then$they$asked$him,$“What$must$we$do$to$do$the$works$God$requires?”$
29%Jesus$answered,$“The$work$of$God$is$this:$to$believe$in$the$one$he$has$sent.”$
30%So$they$asked$him,$“What$sign$then$will$you$give$that$we$may$see$it$and$believe$you?$What$will$you$do?31%Our$ancestors$ate$the$manna$in$the$wilderness;$
as$it$is$wri^en:$‘He$gave$them$bread$from$heaven$to$eat.’[c]”$
32%Jesus$said$to$them,$“Very$truly$I$tell$you,$it$is$not$Moses$who$has$given$you$the$bread$from$heaven,$but$it$is$my$Father$who$gives$you$the$true$bread$from$
heaven.$33%For$the$bread$of$God$is$the$bread$that$comes$down$from$heaven$and$gives$life$to$the$world.”$
34%“Sir,”$they$said,$“always$give$us$this$bread.”$
35%Then$Jesus$declared,$“I$am$the$bread$of$life.$Whoever$comes$to$me$will$never$go$hungry,$and$whoever$believes$in$me$will$never$be$thirsty.$36%But$as$I$told$
you,$you$have$seen$me$and$s*ll$you$do$not$believe.$37%All$those$the$Father$gives$me$will$come$to$me,$and$whoever$comes$to$me$I$will$never$drive$away.$38%For$
I$have$come$down$from$heaven$not$to$do$my$will$but$to$do$the$will$of$him$who$sent$me.$39%And$this$is$the$will$of$him$who$sent$me,$that$I$shall$lose$none$of$

all$those$he$has$given$me,$but$raise$them$up$at$the$last$day.$40%For$my$Father’s$will$is$that$everyone$who$looks$to$the$Son$and$believes$in$him$shall$have$
eternal$life,$and$I$will$raise$them$up$at$the$last$day.”$
41%At$this$the$Jews$there$began$to$grumble$about$him$because$he$said,$“I$am$the$bread$that$came$down$from$heaven.”$42%They$said,$“Is$this$not$Jesus,$the$son$
of$Joseph,$whose$father$and$mother$we$know?$How$can$he$now$say,$‘I$came$down$from$heaven’?”$
43%“Stop$grumbling$among$yourselves,”$Jesus$answered.$44%“No$one$can$come$to$me$unless$the$Father$who$sent$me$draws$them,$and$I$will$raise$them$up$at$

the$last$day.$45%It$is$wri^en$in$the$Prophets:$‘They$will$all$be$taught$by$God.’[d]$Everyone$who$has$heard$the$Father$and$learned$from$him$comes$to$me.$46%No$
one$has$seen$the$Father$except$the$one$who$is$from$God;$only$he$has$seen$the$Father.$47%Very$truly$I$tell$you,$the$one$who$believes$has$eternal$life.$48%I$am$
the$bread$of$life.$49%Your$ancestors$ate$the$manna$in$the$wilderness,$yet$they$died.$50%But$here$is$the$bread$that$comes$down$from$heaven,$which$anyone$may$
eat$and$not$die.$51%I$am$the$living$bread$that$came$down$from$heaven.$Whoever$eats$this$bread$will$live$forever.$This$bread$is$my$flesh,$which$I$will$give$for$
the$life$of$the$world.”$
52%Then$the$Jews$began$to$argue$sharply$among$themselves,$“How$can$this$man$give$us$his$flesh$to$eat?”$
53%Jesus$said$to$them,$“Very$truly$I$tell$you,$unless$you$eat$the$flesh$of$the$Son$of$Man$and$drink$his$blood,$you$have$no$life$in$you.$54%Whoever$eats$my$flesh$
and$drinks$my$blood$has$eternal$life,$and$I$will$raise$them$up$at$the$last$day.$55%For$my$flesh$is$real$food$and$my$blood$is$real$drink.$56%Whoever$eats$my$flesh$
and$drinks$my$blood$remains$in$me,$and$I$in$them.$57%Just$as$the$living$Father$sent$me$and$I$live$because$of$the$Father,$so$the$one$who$feeds$on$me$will$live$
because$of$me.$58%This$is$the$bread$that$came$down$from$heaven.$Your$ancestors$ate$manna$and$died,$but$whoever$feeds$on$this$bread$will$live$

forever.”$59%He$said$this$while$teaching$in$the$synagogue$in$Capernaum.$
Many%Disciples%Desert%Jesus$
60%On$hearing$it,$many$of$his$disciples$said,$“This$is$a$hard$teaching.$Who$can$accept$it?”$
61%Aware$that$his$disciples$were$grumbling$about$this,$Jesus$said$to$them,$“Does$this$offend$you?$62%Then$what$if$you$see$the$Son$of$Man$ascend$to$where$he$
was$before!$63%The$Spirit$gives$life;$the$flesh$counts$for$nothing.$The$words$I$have$spoken$to$you—they$are$full$of$the$Spirit[e]$and$life.$64%Yet$there$are$some$of$

you$who$do$not$believe.”$For$Jesus$had$known$from$the$beginning$which$of$them$did$not$believe$and$who$would$betray$him.65%He$went$on$to$say,$“This$is$
why$I$told$you$that$no$one$can$come$to$me$unless$the$Father$has$enabled$them.”$
66%From$this$*me$many$of$his$disciples$turned$back$and$no$longer$followed$him.$
67%“You$do$not$want$to$leave$too,$do$you?”$Jesus$asked$the$Twelve.$
68%Simon$Peter$answered$him,$“Lord,$to$whom$shall$we$go?$You$have$the$words$of$eternal$life.$69%We$have$come$to$believe$and$to$know$that$you$are$the$Holy$

One$of$God.”$
70%Then$Jesus$replied,$“Have$I$not$chosen$you,$the$Twelve?$Yet$one$of$you$is$a$devil!”$71%(He$meant$Judas,$the$son$of$Simon$Iscariot,$who,$though$one$of$the$
Twelve,$was$later$to$betray$him.)$
$$
$

Jesus$feeds$5000$

Jesus$walks$on$water$

Bread$&$Belief$



• Direct	  parallels	  to	  the	  Exodus	  story	  where	  we	  see	  God	  providing	  bread	  
(miraculous	  provision	  of	  food	  every	  day	  for	  40	  years	  -‐	  manna)	  during	  the	  years	  of	  
their	  wanderings	  in	  the	  desert.	  

• The	  people	  grumbling	  and	  questioning	  …	  again	  lots	  of	  reminders	  about	  the	  
children	  of	  Israel	  and	  their	  constant	  grumbling	  and	  doubting	  of	  God.	  	  As	  a	  Jewish	  
reader	  in	  John’s	  time	  you	  would	  immediately	  think	  “I’ve	  seen	  this	  before	  …	  there’s	  
nothing	  new	  under	  the	  sun	  …	  it	  doesn’t	  matter	  how	  sophisticated	  people	  become,	  
basic	  human	  nature	  doesn’t	  change	  over	  time.”	  

	  

	  
	  
In	  the	  conversation	  about	  Bread	  and	  Belief,	  we	  notice	  that	  Jesus	  poses	  questions	  and	  
receives	  2	  responses.	  
	  

• Jesus	  challenges	  the	  people	  about	  why	  they	  are	  following	  him	  (because	  they	  want	  
another	  free	  meal	  and	  not	  because	  they	  want	  to	  believe	  in	  Him	  as	  the	  Messiah	  of	  
God).	  	  He	  get’s	  a	  “Works”	  response	  (verse	  28).	  	  “What	  do	  we	  have	  to	  do	  to	  get	  what	  
we	  want	  from	  God?”	  	  We	  might	  also	  call	  this	  a	  religious	  response	  (nicodemus	  –	  
what	  do	  I	  have	  to	  do	  to	  get	  eternal	  life?).	  	  	  Fail	  to	  see	  that	  God	  gives	  freely	  and	  on	  
his	  own	  terms.	  	  	  

• The	  people	  want	  the	  benefits	  of	  God	  on	  their	  terms.	  	  They	  want	  the	  benefits	  and	  
blessings	  of	  God	  but	  they	  do	  not	  want	  the	  Giver	  of	  the	  blessings	  and	  benefits.	  	  
(Verse	  34	  …	  “Sir	  …	  always	  give	  us	  this	  bread”).	  	  Religion	  based	  on	  exchange	  
economy	  …	  if	  I	  do	  this,	  then	  God	  will	  do	  that.	  	  	  

	  
Luke 6:46-49 
The Message (MSG) 

46-47 “Why are you so polite with me, always saying ‘Yes, sir,’ and 
‘That’s right, sir,’ but never doing a thing I tell you? These words I 
speak to you are not mere additions to your life, homeowner 
improvements to your standard of living. They are foundation words, 
words to build a life on. 

• Whole	  conversation	  about	  bread	  and	  belief	  is	  quite	  simple	  on	  one	  level.	  	  You	  don’t	  
take	  bread	  and	  stick	  it	  on	  the	  outside	  of	  your	  body	  in	  order	  to	  satisfy	  your	  internal	  
stomach	  needs.	  	  You	  have	  to	  eat	  the	  bread	  and	  from	  the	  inside	  of	  your	  body	  the	  
outside	  of	  the	  body	  reflects	  health.	  	  You	  can’t	  take	  Jesus	  and	  tack	  him	  onto	  the	  
outside	  of	  your	  body	  in	  order	  to	  really	  live.	  	  We	  all	  know	  that	  home	  improvements	  
are	  subject	  to	  seasons	  and	  fads	  and	  stuff	  wears	  out	  and	  constantly	  needs	  to	  be	  

Bread&&&Belief&
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replaced.	  	  Belief	  in	  Christ	  is	  an	  inside/out	  deal.	  	  We’re	  talking	  permanent	  
transformation	  from	  the	  inside	  out.	  

• Bottom	  line	  –	  belief	  requires	  total	  abandonment.	  	  Belief	  is	  the	  act	  of	  putting	  your	  
sense	  of	  trust	  and	  confidence	  into	  something	  or	  someone	  else.	  	  True	  or	  total	  belief	  
requires	  a	  letting	  go	  of	  control.	  	  	  

	  
Discussion	  Question:	  
	  
In	  a	  growing	  relationship	  with	  Christ,	  we	  recognize	  that	  the	  Spirit	  will	  raise	  some	  things	  
in	  our	  lives	  from	  time	  to	  time	  that	  he	  asks	  us	  to	  surrender.	  	  This	  is	  the	  work	  of	  
transformation.	  	  As	  you	  reflect	  on	  the	  crowds	  of	  people	  taking	  Jesus	  for	  granted,	  does	  this	  
raise	  anything	  for	  you?	  	  Are	  there	  aspects	  of	  your	  life	  where	  you	  might	  be	  taking	  Jesus	  for	  
granted?	  
	  

	  
	  

John	  6:68	  is	  the	  destination	  point	  of	  the	  chapter.	  	  Here	  we	  see	  Peter	  express	  his	  belief	  in	  
Jesus.	  	  	  
	  
Reflection	  Questions:	  
	  

• Read	  Psalm	  73:25,	  John	  15:4	  (The	  Message)	  &	  Ephesians	  3:20.	  
• How	  does	  Peter’s	  confession	  enable	  you	  to	  deepen	  your	  belief	  in	  Jesus?	  
• Is	  your	  sense	  of	  who	  Jesus	  is	  and	  his	  capacity	  to	  act	  in	  the	  world	  larger	  as	  a	  result	  

of	  reflecting	  on	  John	  6?	  
• What	  are	  the	  things	  in	  your	  heart	  that	  are	  beyond	  your	  own	  resources?	  	  Can	  you	  

bring	  them	  to	  Jesus	  and	  not	  limit	  his	  capacity	  to	  act?	  
	  

	   	  
	  

John%6%%%New$Interna*onal$Version$(NIV)$
Jesus%Feeds%the%Five%Thousand$
6%Some$*me$a4er$this,$Jesus$crossed$to$the$far$shore$of$the$Sea$of$Galilee$(that$is,$the$Sea$of$Tiberias),$2%and$a$great$crowd$of$people$followed$him$because$
they$saw$the$signs$he$had$performed$by$healing$the$sick.$3%Then$Jesus$went$up$on$a$mountainside$and$sat$down$with$his$disciples.$4%The$Jewish$Passover$
Fes*val$was$near.$
5%When$Jesus$looked$up$and$saw$a$great$crowd$coming$toward$him,$he$said$to$Philip,$“Where$shall$we$buy$bread$for$these$people$to$eat?”$6%He$asked$this$
only$to$test$him,$for$he$already$had$in$mind$what$he$was$going$to$do.$
7%Philip$answered$him,$“It$would$take$more$than$half$a$year’s$wages[a]$to$buy$enough$bread$for$each$one$to$have$a$bite!”$
8%Another$of$his$disciples,$Andrew,$Simon$Peter’s$brother,$spoke$up,$9%“Here$is$a$boy$with$five$small$barley$loaves$and$two$small$fish,$but$how$far$will$they$go$
among$so$many?”$
10%Jesus$said,$“Have$the$people$sit$down.”$There$was$plenty$of$grass$in$that$place,$and$they$sat$down$(about$five$thousand$men$were$there).$11%Jesus$then$
took$the$loaves,$gave$thanks,$and$distributed$to$those$who$were$seated$as$much$as$they$wanted.$He$did$the$same$with$the$fish.$
12%When$they$had$all$had$enough$to$eat,$he$said$to$his$disciples,$“Gather$the$pieces$that$are$le4$over.$Let$nothing$be$wasted.”$13%So$they$gathered$them$and$
filled$twelve$baskets$with$the$pieces$of$the$five$barley$loaves$le4$over$by$those$who$had$eaten.$
14%A4er$the$people$saw$the$sign$Jesus$performed,$they$began$to$say,$“Surely$this$is$the$Prophet$who$is$to$come$into$the$world.”$15%Jesus,$knowing$that$they$
intended$to$come$and$make$him$king$by$force,$withdrew$again$to$a$mountain$by$himself.$

Jesus%Walks%on%the%Water$
16%When$evening$came,$his$disciples$went$down$to$the$lake,$17%where$they$got$into$a$boat$and$set$off$across$the$lake$for$Capernaum.$By$now$it$was$dark,$and$
Jesus$had$not$yet$joined$them.$18%A$strong$wind$was$blowing$and$the$waters$grew$rough.$19%When$they$had$rowed$about$three$or$four$miles,[b]$they$saw$
Jesus$approaching$the$boat,$walking$on$the$water;$and$they$were$frightened.$20%But$he$said$to$them,$“It$is$I;$don’t$be$afraid.”$21%Then$they$were$willing$to$take$
him$into$the$boat,$and$immediately$the$boat$reached$the$shore$where$they$were$heading.$
22%The$next$day$the$crowd$that$had$stayed$on$the$opposite$shore$of$the$lake$realized$that$only$one$boat$had$been$there,$and$that$Jesus$had$not$entered$it$
with$his$disciples,$but$that$they$had$gone$away$alone.$23%Then$some$boats$from$Tiberias$landed$near$the$place$where$the$people$had$eaten$the$bread$a4er$
the$Lord$had$given$thanks.$24%Once$the$crowd$realized$that$neither$Jesus$nor$his$disciples$were$there,$they$got$into$the$boats$and$went$to$Capernaum$in$
search$of$Jesus.$
Jesus%the%Bread%of%Life$
25%When$they$found$him$on$the$other$side$of$the$lake,$they$asked$him,$“Rabbi,$when$did$you$get$here?”$
26%Jesus$answered,$“Very$truly$I$tell$you,$you$are$looking$for$me,$not$because$you$saw$the$signs$I$performed$but$because$you$ate$the$loaves$and$had$your$
fill.$27%Do$not$work$for$food$that$spoils,$but$for$food$that$endures$to$eternal$life,$which$the$Son$of$Man$will$give$you.$For$on$him$God$the$Father$has$placed$his$
seal$of$approval.”$
28%Then$they$asked$him,$“What$must$we$do$to$do$the$works$God$requires?”$
29%Jesus$answered,$“The$work$of$God$is$this:$to$believe$in$the$one$he$has$sent.”$
30%So$they$asked$him,$“What$sign$then$will$you$give$that$we$may$see$it$and$believe$you?$What$will$you$do?31%Our$ancestors$ate$the$manna$in$the$wilderness;$
as$it$is$wri^en:$‘He$gave$them$bread$from$heaven$to$eat.’[c]”$
32%Jesus$said$to$them,$“Very$truly$I$tell$you,$it$is$not$Moses$who$has$given$you$the$bread$from$heaven,$but$it$is$my$Father$who$gives$you$the$true$bread$from$
heaven.$33%For$the$bread$of$God$is$the$bread$that$comes$down$from$heaven$and$gives$life$to$the$world.”$
34%“Sir,”$they$said,$“always$give$us$this$bread.”$
35%Then$Jesus$declared,$“I$am$the$bread$of$life.$Whoever$comes$to$me$will$never$go$hungry,$and$whoever$believes$in$me$will$never$be$thirsty.$36%But$as$I$told$
you,$you$have$seen$me$and$s*ll$you$do$not$believe.$37%All$those$the$Father$gives$me$will$come$to$me,$and$whoever$comes$to$me$I$will$never$drive$away.$38%For$
I$have$come$down$from$heaven$not$to$do$my$will$but$to$do$the$will$of$him$who$sent$me.$39%And$this$is$the$will$of$him$who$sent$me,$that$I$shall$lose$none$of$

all$those$he$has$given$me,$but$raise$them$up$at$the$last$day.$40%For$my$Father’s$will$is$that$everyone$who$looks$to$the$Son$and$believes$in$him$shall$have$
eternal$life,$and$I$will$raise$them$up$at$the$last$day.”$
41%At$this$the$Jews$there$began$to$grumble$about$him$because$he$said,$“I$am$the$bread$that$came$down$from$heaven.”$42%They$said,$“Is$this$not$Jesus,$the$son$
of$Joseph,$whose$father$and$mother$we$know?$How$can$he$now$say,$‘I$came$down$from$heaven’?”$
43%“Stop$grumbling$among$yourselves,”$Jesus$answered.$44%“No$one$can$come$to$me$unless$the$Father$who$sent$me$draws$them,$and$I$will$raise$them$up$at$

the$last$day.$45%It$is$wri^en$in$the$Prophets:$‘They$will$all$be$taught$by$God.’[d]$Everyone$who$has$heard$the$Father$and$learned$from$him$comes$to$me.$46%No$
one$has$seen$the$Father$except$the$one$who$is$from$God;$only$he$has$seen$the$Father.$47%Very$truly$I$tell$you,$the$one$who$believes$has$eternal$life.$48%I$am$
the$bread$of$life.$49%Your$ancestors$ate$the$manna$in$the$wilderness,$yet$they$died.$50%But$here$is$the$bread$that$comes$down$from$heaven,$which$anyone$may$
eat$and$not$die.$51%I$am$the$living$bread$that$came$down$from$heaven.$Whoever$eats$this$bread$will$live$forever.$This$bread$is$my$flesh,$which$I$will$give$for$
the$life$of$the$world.”$
52%Then$the$Jews$began$to$argue$sharply$among$themselves,$“How$can$this$man$give$us$his$flesh$to$eat?”$
53%Jesus$said$to$them,$“Very$truly$I$tell$you,$unless$you$eat$the$flesh$of$the$Son$of$Man$and$drink$his$blood,$you$have$no$life$in$you.$54%Whoever$eats$my$flesh$
and$drinks$my$blood$has$eternal$life,$and$I$will$raise$them$up$at$the$last$day.$55%For$my$flesh$is$real$food$and$my$blood$is$real$drink.$56%Whoever$eats$my$flesh$
and$drinks$my$blood$remains$in$me,$and$I$in$them.$57%Just$as$the$living$Father$sent$me$and$I$live$because$of$the$Father,$so$the$one$who$feeds$on$me$will$live$
because$of$me.$58%This$is$the$bread$that$came$down$from$heaven.$Your$ancestors$ate$manna$and$died,$but$whoever$feeds$on$this$bread$will$live$

forever.”$59%He$said$this$while$teaching$in$the$synagogue$in$Capernaum.$
Many%Disciples%Desert%Jesus$
60%On$hearing$it,$many$of$his$disciples$said,$“This$is$a$hard$teaching.$Who$can$accept$it?”$
61%Aware$that$his$disciples$were$grumbling$about$this,$Jesus$said$to$them,$“Does$this$offend$you?$62%Then$what$if$you$see$the$Son$of$Man$ascend$to$where$he$
was$before!$63%The$Spirit$gives$life;$the$flesh$counts$for$nothing.$The$words$I$have$spoken$to$you—they$are$full$of$the$Spirit[e]$and$life.$64%Yet$there$are$some$of$

you$who$do$not$believe.”$For$Jesus$had$known$from$the$beginning$which$of$them$did$not$believe$and$who$would$betray$him.65%He$went$on$to$say,$“This$is$
why$I$told$you$that$no$one$can$come$to$me$unless$the$Father$has$enabled$them.”$
66%From$this$*me$many$of$his$disciples$turned$back$and$no$longer$followed$him.$
67%“You$do$not$want$to$leave$too,$do$you?”$Jesus$asked$the$Twelve.$
68%Simon$Peter$answered$him,$“Lord,$to$whom$shall$we$go?$You$have$the$words$of$eternal$life.$69%We$have$come$to$believe$and$to$know$that$you$are$the$Holy$

One$of$God.”$
70%Then$Jesus$replied,$“Have$I$not$chosen$you,$the$Twelve?$Yet$one$of$you$is$a$devil!”$71%(He$meant$Judas,$the$son$of$Simon$Iscariot,$who,$though$one$of$the$
Twelve,$was$later$to$betray$him.)$
$$
$

“Lord,$to$whom$shall$we$go?”$
verse$68$

John%6%%%New$Interna*onal$Version$(NIV)$
Jesus%Feeds%the%Five%Thousand$
6%Some$*me$a4er$this,$Jesus$crossed$to$the$far$shore$of$the$Sea$of$Galilee$(that$is,$the$Sea$of$Tiberias),$2%and$a$great$crowd$of$people$followed$him$because$
they$saw$the$signs$he$had$performed$by$healing$the$sick.$3%Then$Jesus$went$up$on$a$mountainside$and$sat$down$with$his$disciples.$4%The$Jewish$Passover$
Fes*val$was$near.$
5%When$Jesus$looked$up$and$saw$a$great$crowd$coming$toward$him,$he$said$to$Philip,$“Where$shall$we$buy$bread$for$these$people$to$eat?”$6%He$asked$this$
only$to$test$him,$for$he$already$had$in$mind$what$he$was$going$to$do.$
7%Philip$answered$him,$“It$would$take$more$than$half$a$year’s$wages[a]$to$buy$enough$bread$for$each$one$to$have$a$bite!”$
8%Another$of$his$disciples,$Andrew,$Simon$Peter’s$brother,$spoke$up,$9%“Here$is$a$boy$with$five$small$barley$loaves$and$two$small$fish,$but$how$far$will$they$go$
among$so$many?”$
10%Jesus$said,$“Have$the$people$sit$down.”$There$was$plenty$of$grass$in$that$place,$and$they$sat$down$(about$five$thousand$men$were$there).$11%Jesus$then$
took$the$loaves,$gave$thanks,$and$distributed$to$those$who$were$seated$as$much$as$they$wanted.$He$did$the$same$with$the$fish.$
12%When$they$had$all$had$enough$to$eat,$he$said$to$his$disciples,$“Gather$the$pieces$that$are$le4$over.$Let$nothing$be$wasted.”$13%So$they$gathered$them$and$
filled$twelve$baskets$with$the$pieces$of$the$five$barley$loaves$le4$over$by$those$who$had$eaten.$
14%A4er$the$people$saw$the$sign$Jesus$performed,$they$began$to$say,$“Surely$this$is$the$Prophet$who$is$to$come$into$the$world.”$15%Jesus,$knowing$that$they$
intended$to$come$and$make$him$king$by$force,$withdrew$again$to$a$mountain$by$himself.$

Jesus%Walks%on%the%Water$
16%When$evening$came,$his$disciples$went$down$to$the$lake,$17%where$they$got$into$a$boat$and$set$off$across$the$lake$for$Capernaum.$By$now$it$was$dark,$and$
Jesus$had$not$yet$joined$them.$18%A$strong$wind$was$blowing$and$the$waters$grew$rough.$19%When$they$had$rowed$about$three$or$four$miles,[b]$they$saw$
Jesus$approaching$the$boat,$walking$on$the$water;$and$they$were$frightened.$20%But$he$said$to$them,$“It$is$I;$don’t$be$afraid.”$21%Then$they$were$willing$to$take$
him$into$the$boat,$and$immediately$the$boat$reached$the$shore$where$they$were$heading.$
22%The$next$day$the$crowd$that$had$stayed$on$the$opposite$shore$of$the$lake$realized$that$only$one$boat$had$been$there,$and$that$Jesus$had$not$entered$it$
with$his$disciples,$but$that$they$had$gone$away$alone.$23%Then$some$boats$from$Tiberias$landed$near$the$place$where$the$people$had$eaten$the$bread$a4er$
the$Lord$had$given$thanks.$24%Once$the$crowd$realized$that$neither$Jesus$nor$his$disciples$were$there,$they$got$into$the$boats$and$went$to$Capernaum$in$
search$of$Jesus.$
Jesus%the%Bread%of%Life$
25%When$they$found$him$on$the$other$side$of$the$lake,$they$asked$him,$“Rabbi,$when$did$you$get$here?”$
26%Jesus$answered,$“Very$truly$I$tell$you,$you$are$looking$for$me,$not$because$you$saw$the$signs$I$performed$but$because$you$ate$the$loaves$and$had$your$
fill.$27%Do$not$work$for$food$that$spoils,$but$for$food$that$endures$to$eternal$life,$which$the$Son$of$Man$will$give$you.$For$on$him$God$the$Father$has$placed$his$
seal$of$approval.”$
28%Then$they$asked$him,$“What$must$we$do$to$do$the$works$God$requires?”$
29%Jesus$answered,$“The$work$of$God$is$this:$to$believe$in$the$one$he$has$sent.”$
30%So$they$asked$him,$“What$sign$then$will$you$give$that$we$may$see$it$and$believe$you?$What$will$you$do?31%Our$ancestors$ate$the$manna$in$the$wilderness;$
as$it$is$wri^en:$‘He$gave$them$bread$from$heaven$to$eat.’[c]”$
32%Jesus$said$to$them,$“Very$truly$I$tell$you,$it$is$not$Moses$who$has$given$you$the$bread$from$heaven,$but$it$is$my$Father$who$gives$you$the$true$bread$from$
heaven.$33%For$the$bread$of$God$is$the$bread$that$comes$down$from$heaven$and$gives$life$to$the$world.”$
34%“Sir,”$they$said,$“always$give$us$this$bread.”$
35%Then$Jesus$declared,$“I$am$the$bread$of$life.$Whoever$comes$to$me$will$never$go$hungry,$and$whoever$believes$in$me$will$never$be$thirsty.$36%But$as$I$told$
you,$you$have$seen$me$and$s*ll$you$do$not$believe.$37%All$those$the$Father$gives$me$will$come$to$me,$and$whoever$comes$to$me$I$will$never$drive$away.$38%For$
I$have$come$down$from$heaven$not$to$do$my$will$but$to$do$the$will$of$him$who$sent$me.$39%And$this$is$the$will$of$him$who$sent$me,$that$I$shall$lose$none$of$

all$those$he$has$given$me,$but$raise$them$up$at$the$last$day.$40%For$my$Father’s$will$is$that$everyone$who$looks$to$the$Son$and$believes$in$him$shall$have$
eternal$life,$and$I$will$raise$them$up$at$the$last$day.”$
41%At$this$the$Jews$there$began$to$grumble$about$him$because$he$said,$“I$am$the$bread$that$came$down$from$heaven.”$42%They$said,$“Is$this$not$Jesus,$the$son$
of$Joseph,$whose$father$and$mother$we$know?$How$can$he$now$say,$‘I$came$down$from$heaven’?”$
43%“Stop$grumbling$among$yourselves,”$Jesus$answered.$44%“No$one$can$come$to$me$unless$the$Father$who$sent$me$draws$them,$and$I$will$raise$them$up$at$

the$last$day.$45%It$is$wri^en$in$the$Prophets:$‘They$will$all$be$taught$by$God.’[d]$Everyone$who$has$heard$the$Father$and$learned$from$him$comes$to$me.$46%No$
one$has$seen$the$Father$except$the$one$who$is$from$God;$only$he$has$seen$the$Father.$47%Very$truly$I$tell$you,$the$one$who$believes$has$eternal$life.$48%I$am$
the$bread$of$life.$49%Your$ancestors$ate$the$manna$in$the$wilderness,$yet$they$died.$50%But$here$is$the$bread$that$comes$down$from$heaven,$which$anyone$may$
eat$and$not$die.$51%I$am$the$living$bread$that$came$down$from$heaven.$Whoever$eats$this$bread$will$live$forever.$This$bread$is$my$flesh,$which$I$will$give$for$
the$life$of$the$world.”$
52%Then$the$Jews$began$to$argue$sharply$among$themselves,$“How$can$this$man$give$us$his$flesh$to$eat?”$
53%Jesus$said$to$them,$“Very$truly$I$tell$you,$unless$you$eat$the$flesh$of$the$Son$of$Man$and$drink$his$blood,$you$have$no$life$in$you.$54%Whoever$eats$my$flesh$
and$drinks$my$blood$has$eternal$life,$and$I$will$raise$them$up$at$the$last$day.$55%For$my$flesh$is$real$food$and$my$blood$is$real$drink.$56%Whoever$eats$my$flesh$
and$drinks$my$blood$remains$in$me,$and$I$in$them.$57%Just$as$the$living$Father$sent$me$and$I$live$because$of$the$Father,$so$the$one$who$feeds$on$me$will$live$
because$of$me.$58%This$is$the$bread$that$came$down$from$heaven.$Your$ancestors$ate$manna$and$died,$but$whoever$feeds$on$this$bread$will$live$

forever.”$59%He$said$this$while$teaching$in$the$synagogue$in$Capernaum.$
Many%Disciples%Desert%Jesus$
60%On$hearing$it,$many$of$his$disciples$said,$“This$is$a$hard$teaching.$Who$can$accept$it?”$
61%Aware$that$his$disciples$were$grumbling$about$this,$Jesus$said$to$them,$“Does$this$offend$you?$62%Then$what$if$you$see$the$Son$of$Man$ascend$to$where$he$
was$before!$63%The$Spirit$gives$life;$the$flesh$counts$for$nothing.$The$words$I$have$spoken$to$you—they$are$full$of$the$Spirit[e]$and$life.$64%Yet$there$are$some$of$

you$who$do$not$believe.”$For$Jesus$had$known$from$the$beginning$which$of$them$did$not$believe$and$who$would$betray$him.65%He$went$on$to$say,$“This$is$
why$I$told$you$that$no$one$can$come$to$me$unless$the$Father$has$enabled$them.”$
66%From$this$*me$many$of$his$disciples$turned$back$and$no$longer$followed$him.$
67%“You$do$not$want$to$leave$too,$do$you?”$Jesus$asked$the$Twelve.$
68%Simon$Peter$answered$him,$“Lord,$to$whom$shall$we$go?$You$have$the$words$of$eternal$life.$69%We$have$come$to$believe$and$to$know$that$you$are$the$Holy$

One$of$God.”$
70%Then$Jesus$replied,$“Have$I$not$chosen$you,$the$Twelve?$Yet$one$of$you$is$a$devil!”$71%(He$meant$Judas,$the$son$of$Simon$Iscariot,$who,$though$one$of$the$
Twelve,$was$later$to$betray$him.)$
$$
$

“Whom$have$I$in$heaven$but$
you?$$And$earth$has$nothing$I$

desire$besides$you.”$
Psalm$73:25$

John%6%%%New$Interna*onal$Version$(NIV)$
Jesus%Feeds%the%Five%Thousand$
6%Some$*me$a4er$this,$Jesus$crossed$to$the$far$shore$of$the$Sea$of$Galilee$(that$is,$the$Sea$of$Tiberias),$2%and$a$great$crowd$of$people$followed$him$because$
they$saw$the$signs$he$had$performed$by$healing$the$sick.$3%Then$Jesus$went$up$on$a$mountainside$and$sat$down$with$his$disciples.$4%The$Jewish$Passover$
Fes*val$was$near.$
5%When$Jesus$looked$up$and$saw$a$great$crowd$coming$toward$him,$he$said$to$Philip,$“Where$shall$we$buy$bread$for$these$people$to$eat?”$6%He$asked$this$
only$to$test$him,$for$he$already$had$in$mind$what$he$was$going$to$do.$
7%Philip$answered$him,$“It$would$take$more$than$half$a$year’s$wages[a]$to$buy$enough$bread$for$each$one$to$have$a$bite!”$
8%Another$of$his$disciples,$Andrew,$Simon$Peter’s$brother,$spoke$up,$9%“Here$is$a$boy$with$five$small$barley$loaves$and$two$small$fish,$but$how$far$will$they$go$
among$so$many?”$
10%Jesus$said,$“Have$the$people$sit$down.”$There$was$plenty$of$grass$in$that$place,$and$they$sat$down$(about$five$thousand$men$were$there).$11%Jesus$then$
took$the$loaves,$gave$thanks,$and$distributed$to$those$who$were$seated$as$much$as$they$wanted.$He$did$the$same$with$the$fish.$
12%When$they$had$all$had$enough$to$eat,$he$said$to$his$disciples,$“Gather$the$pieces$that$are$le4$over.$Let$nothing$be$wasted.”$13%So$they$gathered$them$and$
filled$twelve$baskets$with$the$pieces$of$the$five$barley$loaves$le4$over$by$those$who$had$eaten.$
14%A4er$the$people$saw$the$sign$Jesus$performed,$they$began$to$say,$“Surely$this$is$the$Prophet$who$is$to$come$into$the$world.”$15%Jesus,$knowing$that$they$
intended$to$come$and$make$him$king$by$force,$withdrew$again$to$a$mountain$by$himself.$

Jesus%Walks%on%the%Water$
16%When$evening$came,$his$disciples$went$down$to$the$lake,$17%where$they$got$into$a$boat$and$set$off$across$the$lake$for$Capernaum.$By$now$it$was$dark,$and$
Jesus$had$not$yet$joined$them.$18%A$strong$wind$was$blowing$and$the$waters$grew$rough.$19%When$they$had$rowed$about$three$or$four$miles,[b]$they$saw$
Jesus$approaching$the$boat,$walking$on$the$water;$and$they$were$frightened.$20%But$he$said$to$them,$“It$is$I;$don’t$be$afraid.”$21%Then$they$were$willing$to$take$
him$into$the$boat,$and$immediately$the$boat$reached$the$shore$where$they$were$heading.$
22%The$next$day$the$crowd$that$had$stayed$on$the$opposite$shore$of$the$lake$realized$that$only$one$boat$had$been$there,$and$that$Jesus$had$not$entered$it$
with$his$disciples,$but$that$they$had$gone$away$alone.$23%Then$some$boats$from$Tiberias$landed$near$the$place$where$the$people$had$eaten$the$bread$a4er$
the$Lord$had$given$thanks.$24%Once$the$crowd$realized$that$neither$Jesus$nor$his$disciples$were$there,$they$got$into$the$boats$and$went$to$Capernaum$in$
search$of$Jesus.$
Jesus%the%Bread%of%Life$
25%When$they$found$him$on$the$other$side$of$the$lake,$they$asked$him,$“Rabbi,$when$did$you$get$here?”$
26%Jesus$answered,$“Very$truly$I$tell$you,$you$are$looking$for$me,$not$because$you$saw$the$signs$I$performed$but$because$you$ate$the$loaves$and$had$your$
fill.$27%Do$not$work$for$food$that$spoils,$but$for$food$that$endures$to$eternal$life,$which$the$Son$of$Man$will$give$you.$For$on$him$God$the$Father$has$placed$his$
seal$of$approval.”$
28%Then$they$asked$him,$“What$must$we$do$to$do$the$works$God$requires?”$
29%Jesus$answered,$“The$work$of$God$is$this:$to$believe$in$the$one$he$has$sent.”$
30%So$they$asked$him,$“What$sign$then$will$you$give$that$we$may$see$it$and$believe$you?$What$will$you$do?31%Our$ancestors$ate$the$manna$in$the$wilderness;$
as$it$is$wri^en:$‘He$gave$them$bread$from$heaven$to$eat.’[c]”$
32%Jesus$said$to$them,$“Very$truly$I$tell$you,$it$is$not$Moses$who$has$given$you$the$bread$from$heaven,$but$it$is$my$Father$who$gives$you$the$true$bread$from$
heaven.$33%For$the$bread$of$God$is$the$bread$that$comes$down$from$heaven$and$gives$life$to$the$world.”$
34%“Sir,”$they$said,$“always$give$us$this$bread.”$
35%Then$Jesus$declared,$“I$am$the$bread$of$life.$Whoever$comes$to$me$will$never$go$hungry,$and$whoever$believes$in$me$will$never$be$thirsty.$36%But$as$I$told$
you,$you$have$seen$me$and$s*ll$you$do$not$believe.$37%All$those$the$Father$gives$me$will$come$to$me,$and$whoever$comes$to$me$I$will$never$drive$away.$38%For$
I$have$come$down$from$heaven$not$to$do$my$will$but$to$do$the$will$of$him$who$sent$me.$39%And$this$is$the$will$of$him$who$sent$me,$that$I$shall$lose$none$of$

all$those$he$has$given$me,$but$raise$them$up$at$the$last$day.$40%For$my$Father’s$will$is$that$everyone$who$looks$to$the$Son$and$believes$in$him$shall$have$
eternal$life,$and$I$will$raise$them$up$at$the$last$day.”$
41%At$this$the$Jews$there$began$to$grumble$about$him$because$he$said,$“I$am$the$bread$that$came$down$from$heaven.”$42%They$said,$“Is$this$not$Jesus,$the$son$
of$Joseph,$whose$father$and$mother$we$know?$How$can$he$now$say,$‘I$came$down$from$heaven’?”$
43%“Stop$grumbling$among$yourselves,”$Jesus$answered.$44%“No$one$can$come$to$me$unless$the$Father$who$sent$me$draws$them,$and$I$will$raise$them$up$at$

the$last$day.$45%It$is$wri^en$in$the$Prophets:$‘They$will$all$be$taught$by$God.’[d]$Everyone$who$has$heard$the$Father$and$learned$from$him$comes$to$me.$46%No$
one$has$seen$the$Father$except$the$one$who$is$from$God;$only$he$has$seen$the$Father.$47%Very$truly$I$tell$you,$the$one$who$believes$has$eternal$life.$48%I$am$
the$bread$of$life.$49%Your$ancestors$ate$the$manna$in$the$wilderness,$yet$they$died.$50%But$here$is$the$bread$that$comes$down$from$heaven,$which$anyone$may$
eat$and$not$die.$51%I$am$the$living$bread$that$came$down$from$heaven.$Whoever$eats$this$bread$will$live$forever.$This$bread$is$my$flesh,$which$I$will$give$for$
the$life$of$the$world.”$
52%Then$the$Jews$began$to$argue$sharply$among$themselves,$“How$can$this$man$give$us$his$flesh$to$eat?”$
53%Jesus$said$to$them,$“Very$truly$I$tell$you,$unless$you$eat$the$flesh$of$the$Son$of$Man$and$drink$his$blood,$you$have$no$life$in$you.$54%Whoever$eats$my$flesh$
and$drinks$my$blood$has$eternal$life,$and$I$will$raise$them$up$at$the$last$day.$55%For$my$flesh$is$real$food$and$my$blood$is$real$drink.$56%Whoever$eats$my$flesh$
and$drinks$my$blood$remains$in$me,$and$I$in$them.$57%Just$as$the$living$Father$sent$me$and$I$live$because$of$the$Father,$so$the$one$who$feeds$on$me$will$live$
because$of$me.$58%This$is$the$bread$that$came$down$from$heaven.$Your$ancestors$ate$manna$and$died,$but$whoever$feeds$on$this$bread$will$live$

forever.”$59%He$said$this$while$teaching$in$the$synagogue$in$Capernaum.$
Many%Disciples%Desert%Jesus$
60%On$hearing$it,$many$of$his$disciples$said,$“This$is$a$hard$teaching.$Who$can$accept$it?”$
61%Aware$that$his$disciples$were$grumbling$about$this,$Jesus$said$to$them,$“Does$this$offend$you?$62%Then$what$if$you$see$the$Son$of$Man$ascend$to$where$he$
was$before!$63%The$Spirit$gives$life;$the$flesh$counts$for$nothing.$The$words$I$have$spoken$to$you—they$are$full$of$the$Spirit[e]$and$life.$64%Yet$there$are$some$of$

you$who$do$not$believe.”$For$Jesus$had$known$from$the$beginning$which$of$them$did$not$believe$and$who$would$betray$him.65%He$went$on$to$say,$“This$is$
why$I$told$you$that$no$one$can$come$to$me$unless$the$Father$has$enabled$them.”$
66%From$this$*me$many$of$his$disciples$turned$back$and$no$longer$followed$him.$
67%“You$do$not$want$to$leave$too,$do$you?”$Jesus$asked$the$Twelve.$
68%Simon$Peter$answered$him,$“Lord,$to$whom$shall$we$go?$You$have$the$words$of$eternal$life.$69%We$have$come$to$believe$and$to$know$that$you$are$the$Holy$

One$of$God.”$
70%Then$Jesus$replied,$“Have$I$not$chosen$you,$the$Twelve?$Yet$one$of$you$is$a$devil!”$71%(He$meant$Judas,$the$son$of$Simon$Iscariot,$who,$though$one$of$the$
Twelve,$was$later$to$betray$him.)$
$$
$

“Live$in$me.$$Make$your$home$
in$me$just$as$I$do$in$you.”$
John$15:4$


